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inﬁrmu years later this couple,
then already the parents of what
wauld, today, be regarded as a
lm}e f:\m.ily. joined that  great
exddus of people from the Coape
which was to teke its place in
South African history as ‘The
Great Trek, The Martens family
wettled e Marhuburg und, 1o the
east’of the town, under the lee of
Table Mountain, Mr. Martens
stuked out his claim to 6,000
acred’ of ground—ihe  Voortrek:
ker's: conception of & reasonably
sieed? farm,  They cubled it
Dedmhock, Down In the valley,

fts tortuous way - between thé
thorniree-covered and sometimen
frightening  hille, the Muriens
family ' built their home and
started their farming operations.
That house still stands today,

| Old Man” of
rriculture

Man" of

hether in-

nonwealth
sloe, cele-
t recently
catulations
alerests of
A - Pasl
Trustee of
Soclely of
e Is, and
ils J]f:,
ning, and

the Com-:

now]edgeu'

awarded
fedal for
o agricul
st honour
n . awatd,

aly twelve .

:dal since
3.

. and experlence - of

“engaged in

During the years 1930 to 1935
Lord Bledisloe was Governor-
General of New Zealand. His in-
nate friendliness and knowledge
agricullure
made a host of friends for him
in that country,

In 1947, when in’ his 80th year,
he carried oul on behulf of the
R.AS.E. a goodwill mission to
the seven Royal Agriculturul
Societles of Auslralin and New
Zealand, Then in December of
that year he left England again
to pay a three months visit to
farmers, agriculturalists end re-
search workers in African coun-

tries,

Lotd Bledisloe is still actively
farming his own
estate at Lydney Park in Glouces-
tershire and he is still to be seen
and heard at farmers’ meetings in

:London and at various shows and

evenls In the country.

occupitd, though not by any
member of the Martens family,

16 Babies

The Martens babies continued
to make their regular appearance
—16 mltogether, and the youngest
of them was a boy called lHen-
drik Jan Thomas Martens.

IN the yenr 1823, Jan Thomas Martens and

~ Anne Coetzee got married.  The bndegroom
'was a young man of 23 and his bride a girl a few -
,weeks ghort-of her 15th birthday. * They were
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I |851. thu Briﬂsh Unwrn'
ment mads a- grant of [ land 1
Bishop Colenso” to be ‘used for
“tho uplift of the Native,” ‘and

thers,  adfoining  Doornhosk,
ishop Colengo  estublished his ©

mission station — Ekukanyeni— ~

meaning the . plice of light.
Later, bul nobatly knows «juile
when, this neme. was ghanged 10
Rishopstowe -and this entire aren
is known by thal name today. .

. Between thesa .two .neighbours, 2
the Martens and the. Colensos, a -

frm friendship grew which was

to last long after the Colensos

.“lw éand in ' the tourse of lime, -

the Bishop waa to play &n fms . .

portant part In the life of that
'

youngest Martens of them all. T

Accountant

In the meantime, there ‘came
lo Natal from England, a family
by the name of Magnus, Alex-
ander Mmgnus was an accountant
but the indoor work und the
climate of England were playing
huvoe with his henlth. - He wag a
keen gardener and the beauty of

the Magnus garden - was kndwn

fuf und wide. Hie ddelor  dd-
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European freetrade
~and agrlculture

Frum Qur Correspondent
London, Friduy.
NOTHER assurance that the
British Government will not
enter the Furopean Frée Trade
Area if It includes foodstuffs or
raises conflict with our undertakings
to the Commonwealth and home
producers has just been given by the

Minister of “Agriculiure, Mr, D.J!

lose quite a lot of iis sales revenue

through small fruits:

Also addressing the meeting, Mr
E. H. Gardener, Chaltman N.FU,,
Ceiftral  Horticultural Committee,
saiy he thought vegetable producers
shielild not worry unduly sbout the
prispects of European. Free Trade

Pl

de in  agricultural  producls.

Heathcoat Amory who hag Jusl re-

wrned from a visit to the (nm(]wnuld have 1o resign if they broke
{

lundle of Canada,

?ause hobody really wanted free

their promises

urious Covernment Minlsters

Mt mafbaton ‘et

‘Wh&r& M, Mnenus

vised hh‘n_tﬂ go‘!oé’uth Africa,

" where there was plen‘j- of sun

shine, and take up oudoor work.

Knowing, h'ls penchaie for gar-
. mounted their horses and rode
Mnunushtntc n coude: in lande

danlng, suggeulq that Mr.

seape gardening, whicl he -did at
Kew Gardens,

The family ihcn

to Nalal,
ofa position
&a the ﬁ;sl curator’ of, Alexandra

Park, which he 15|d~{om., nd  OF 1
75 Doornhoek seamed to go far to
the park and which wis speclally

there, in a house still tanding In

bullt for them, the Mapiis family

lived,

Fell in love

They hnd mdaughtcri Eliznhéth
A pently nurlured gl Some
timie, somewhere, nobdly knows
how, the Yourg Duwhlaun, Pen-
drik Martens, who had had lanly
the mengre education ten avail-
ahle, and ‘the tu!lt]ré] Bnglish

glely Ellzabeth Mngnun,!met 4B
and fell In lave « (4 an\ mnrrled,

playcd his part, for he ‘married
them! FElizabeth’s wedding dress
was her riding habit and, after
the ceremony, the young couple

out 1o their home, Doornhoek.
“T‘he bridegroom spoke no Eng-
7 lish and the bride no- Afrikaans,
but ‘theirs was a long and happy
marriage,

of the Martens family,

fulfil the Voortrekker ambition to
be completely . self-supporting.

+ The Marteny were, even fo the
*extent of having thelr own still. -

They could grow such magnificent
peaches and aprlcots in Natal in
those day, to huge and so [ull of
luscioug julce, thnt the Marlens
family used them to make their
own peach and aprleot brandy,
And the beautiful copper kettle
in which they did this is now in
the Voottrekker Museum,

“ The btldes of Natl farmerd to-
dny might ‘get marrled in Paris
gownn, but (he farmiors ean no

,up on the hillside.
- slone, with walls three feet thick,
~and it took three Vears to build.

. But that house stands today just
English became and

has remained the home language

ns of Doornhoek |

longer grow these penchies and
apricots!

As the years went by, the fam-
ily "decided to build another
house, and this time it was high

exatlly as ft was bullt, = There
has been no need to change it
other than to put in electric
and & big white enamelled stove
in the kitchen, Otherwise it re-
mains thé same, TIn the summer,
Ita thick walls keep out the heat,
and in the wintar they retnin It
It is 80 years old.

“ Hendrlk and Elizabeth had

son, Alexander Phillp, who mars
rled Hedwig Meyer. Mlss Meyer's
parenty were the first people to
buy land when the Colenso
estate, Bishopstowe, ‘was cut up.
Alexander Philip dled in 1930,
and slnce then, one of thelt sons,
Alexander Magnus, and his wlife,
formerly Norma Hacking, alto of

Natnl, have lived topether In that

Thiy 14 where  Rlshop| Calenno
1

Tt is bullt of

house, Its walls cdrry the

frophies of many & good hunt.

Massive heads of buck no longer
peen in Nata] decorste the walls,
ind the gun racke, with the old-
fashioned powder flasks and the

* machine to make their own bul-

lete, all give testimony to the

" dcetivities of these peopls. = But

young Mr., Martens, & elvil ser-
vdat, has no time 1o Indulge the

light * honotired pastime of his [orebears

uhid the guna hang idle in the
raeks.

Serenity

The garden of this house has a
strenity that scemed to me to
curry in the shadows the spirit of
that long dead FElizabeth for
whom the housé was built. Did
I detect, in the beauty of that
girden, some inheriled talent
fom her fathefr, who gave to
Petermaritzburg  its  loveliest
pirk? The trees are hig and old,
Tye lawns are green and neafly

cloped.  The Pict-my-vrou sends
bt St el

The 80-year-old
homestead

out her endless call for & mate.
Mrs, Martens, senior, wittlly sug=~
gested she might be saying, “Plct
maak gou.”

Example

Doornhoek is another example
of (he slow passing away of the
onca great farms of South Africa.
The original Martens had 6,000
aeres, His son had 3,000 acres,
and when he died they were
divided up, leaving his widow
with 600 acres. And even one of
these sub-divisions has been re-
cently resold and re-divided, o
that one gets the feeling that in
another 100 years’ time, even in
what -was once regarded as the

. limitless veld of South Africa, the

man who owns six acres of
ground will count himself rich,

But six acres . . « 600 acres .. .
6,000 acres . . . what do they
maiter as long as the house sull
dreams and the garden slumbers
in the summer heal.




